The Pastor’s Thoughts - 02.24.26
Luke 19:1-10

"Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold,
there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector,
and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could
not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He
was going to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place,
He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make
haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 So
he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But
when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be
a guest with a man who is a sinner.”

8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give
half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from
anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.”

9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

I absolutely love this passage of scripture! We see Zacchaeus a
tax collector, known for his greed and dishonest dealings. I love
that Zacchaeus "sought to see who Jesus was." This is one of the
first indications that the Holy Spirit is drawing us to salvation.
Zacchaeus did not let the people and the world keep him from
seeing the real Jesus for himself. Jesus saw his desire and
invited Himself to dwell with Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus received
Jesus with joy. Zacchaeus being in the presence of Jesus Christ,
God incarnate, began to confess and repent of his sin against



God and man. Jesus declared Zacchaeus's salvation because of
the work Jesus had done in him. The fruit of salvation was
witnessed in Zacchaeus's pursuit to know Jesus personally and
his repentance of sin.

Has this been your experience with the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ?

If not, you must consider whether salvation has come to your
house, or if you are still dead in your sin this day. Are you just
simply a church member on paper or basically a "good" person?
Neither of which saves the soul from hell!
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